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News From the National Coalition Against the Misuse of Pesticides (NCAMP) 


Pesticide Firms Lose Liability Coverage, “Go Bare” 


Risks Too High For Insurance Industry 


From "ma and pa" pesticide 
application outfits to chemical 
manufacturers, the chemical indus- 
try is feeling the pinch of an 
insurance industry unwilling (or, 
as it claims, unable) to cover the 
rising costs of lawsuits concern- 
ing damages to public health or 
the environment. The result will 
be higher costs or no insurance at 
all for some sectors, and a great- 
er chance that consumers will be 
unable to recover damage claims, 

In response to the increasing 


Ground-Water Bills 
Face Big Waves 


While Congress works out de- 
tails of the Safe Drinking Water 
Act (SDWA) to include ground-water 
protection provisions, Senators 
Mitchell (D-ME) and Durenberger 
(R-MN) are busy developing sep- 
arate, comprehensive ground-water 
bills, Currently, ground-water 
protection is addressed by 16 
different statutes with two dozen 
agencies involved in ground-water 
related activities. Both bills, 
say insiders, face considerable 
"discussion" in upcoming months, 

Listing pesticides as one of 
the 6 primary "issues of national 
concern," Mitchell's bill (S,1636) 
would mandate that states set 
standards for ground-water pollu- 
tants and develop protection and 
monitoring programs, The Federal 
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number of pollution-related suits 
against pesticide users, manufac- 
turers and disposal firms, as well 
as to recoup losses from past in- 
vestments, the insurance industry 
is drastically increasing the 


1986 Forum Notice 


The Fourth National Pesticide Forum 
will be held March 14-17, 1986 in Wash- 
ington, DC. This meeting is a must for 
both “seasoned” and newly-initiated pest- 
icide safety advocates as well as for those 
working with alternative pest control 
methods. Workshops and seminars will 
span a range of issues and levels of 
expertise. Mark your calendar today and 
send suggestions of resource people and 
workshop topics to NCAMP. 


rates of its General Liability 
Policy (GLP). This policy commonly 
covers clients for general claims. 
It may also contain a negotiated 
pollution clause covering injuries 
resulting from direct exposure or 
leaks from stored toxics, 
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“I'm not familiar with the strain, but 
they seem to be friendly bacteria.” 


A number of insurance com- 
panies are discontinuing this pol- 
lution insurance on the GLP as of 
January 1, 1986, forcing small 
firms which cannot afford either 
the separate or higher insurance 
cost to close down operations, It 
may force others to take out an 
extra pollution policy at a higher 
premium or devise their own self- 
insurance plans, Or a company 

continued on page 3 


Scant Testing Despite Neurotox Proof 


Despite a wealth of compel- 
ling evidence showing that many 
pesticides damage the nervous sys- 
tem, the majority of substances in 
use today have never been eval- 
uated for their long term effects 
on nerve and brain function, Pes- 
ticide registration requirements 
demand only one test for neurotox- 
icity and that test covers only 
the organophosphate insecticides 
such as malathion, Neurotoxicity, 
or damage to the nervous system, 
is demonstrated in reactions rang- 
ing from paralysis to nervous 
twitches and forgetfulness, 


By not requiring such tests, 
the Agency is turning its back on 
the possibility of potentially 
irreversible neurotoxic effects 
caused by exposure to other widely 
used pesticides, such as the car- 
bamates and organochlorines, pesti- 
cides which are expressly designed 
to attack insect nervous systems, 

Current EPA pesticide guide- 
lines issued pursuant to Section 
3(c)(2) of the Federal Insecti- 
cide, Fungicide and Rodenticide 
Act (FIFRA) require only one nar- 
row test using massive doses ap- 


plied over a very short period to 
screen for possible delayed para- 
lytic (paralysis) reactions that 
May occur after a single massive 
exposure, Such a test does not 
measure more subtle "neurobehav- 
ioral" effects on memory, learning 
disability, emotional state, ac- 
tivity level or other important 
aspects of nerve function, 

Current regulations are in 
distinct contrast to recommenda- 
tions made by the National Academy 
of Sciences (NAS). In eae 1984 


gies to Determine Needs and ELOY 
ities, NAS maintains that adequate 


neurobehavioral toxicity assess- 
ments should include specific 
tests for behavioral birth defects 
(measurements of learned skills 
and activity level, for instance), 
as well as inspection of nerves 
for visible damage. According to 
the report, only ten percent of 
the 100 compounds for which at 
least minimal toxicity data were 
available, had been tested for 
neurobehavioral toxicity. 

— Bambi Young, Center for Science in the 
Public Interest (CSPI) F 
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WV Group Questions Pest Control Program 


For several years our area 
has been experiencing increasingly 
severe difficulties with the over- 
abundance of a blackfly and mos- 
quito population (we are near 2 
"largish" rivers). While the Penn 
sylvania government has solved its 
problem by utilizing B.t.i, our 
city council has initiated a city- 
wide fogging program spraying Di- 
brom (Naled) 3 nights a week, 4-5 
months a year. 

Not only is the stench un- 
bearable, but a number of us ex- 
perience respiratory distress, 
swallowing difficulty, numbness in 
the legs, facial paralysis, and 
stomach cramps, The only conces- 
sion made in our behalf has been 
to avoid spraying on the end of a 
street or in front of the house 


| MOTHER GOOSE AGRIMM MIKE PETERS 


It seems the manufacturers, 
and even the government prefer to 
keep the consumer in ignorance, I 
recently spent two days tracking 
down the most basic information on 
the safety of an insecticide com- 
monly used in our schools, Durs- 
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where a sensitive individual 
lives, This is obviously ludicrous 
-- the drift still reaches us, 
Although this has been going 
on for 3 years (with the insect 
problem worse than ever this year, 
despite the sprayings), the city 
has conducted no studies on the 
locations and extent of the prob- 
lem They are aware that our anti- 
quated sewage and storm drainage 
system contribute to the problem 
yet claim it would be too costly 
to tackle that problem Evidence 
both on the possible long-term 
effects of the chemical and infor- 
mation on individual sensitivities 
has been ignored, We do not know 
where to turn anymore, 
Victoria Hutchinson 
Beckley, W 


Me FLEAS WANTED 
TO EAT OUT TONIGHT. 


ban, after seeing the exterminator 
walk into the school building as I 
left after dropping off my four 
year old son for nursery school. 

I feel it is of the utmost 
importance to know what is going 
on, To poison hundreds of children 
over the period of the 12 years 
they are in school in order to 
track down a cockroach, which may 
or not be there, seems highly 
irresponsible, It seems especially 
illogical to use a spray when even 
according to Air Force studies, 
Boric Acid works the best, is less 
expensive as well as less toxic, 
and need only be applied once per 
year. Couldn't we urge some open- 
minded school system to begin 
looking into less toxic methods of 
pest management? (I have since at 
least managed to persuade the 
school to use the insecticide only 
after school on Friday afternoons 
and am working on them to reduce 
the number of applications, 

Rachel Longstaff 
Huntington Valley, PA 
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CT Official Readies 
For Gypsy Moth Fight 


The Bridgewater Conservation 
and Inland Wetlands Commission 
intends to give our 1600 citizens 
information on how to best fight 
gypsy moths without destroying 


everything else. 


Our town's size 


should not be looked on as an 

indication of our determination to 

fight this problem properly. 
William Kinsolving 
Bridgewater, CT 


“Welcome, Diane” 


NCAMP welcomes Diane Baxter to the 
position of staff scientist. Diane, an envi- 
ronmental toxicologist from the University 
of Wisconsin, will assist you with public 
health and environmental analyses of pes- 
ticides. Feel free to contact her with your 


questions. 


What’s in Future 
for CA Ag Sprayer? 


My interest 


in pesticides is 


a personal one as my younger bro- 
ther is an agricultural worker in 
Santa Barbara, CA and uses a num- 
ber of products in avocado and 
lemon work — often getting drench- 
ed by these poisons while spraying 
from a back-pack type sprayer. 

Dr. Lucy Van Hook 

Bronx, NY 


—— 
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Catholic Worker/cpf 


Pesticide Reform 
Part of UFW Bovcott 


Maintaining that "dangerous 
pesticides poison the people who 
produce our food," United Farm 
Workers (UFW) president Cesar 
Chavez July 11, 1985 targeted 
pesticide reform as a key element 
in the Union's nationwide boyoott 
of the 97 percent of California 
table grapes harvested with non- 
union labor. 

The boycott was begun in 1984 
in response to Gov. Deukmejian's 
refusal to create a compliance- 
monitoring program unit under the 
Agricultural Labor Relations 
Board, The table-grape boycott of 
1966-1975 played an integral role 
in winning the state farmworker 
labor law. 

As part of the boycott, Chavez 
has called on the state to ban the 
use of 5 "hazardous" pesticides - 
parathion, Phosdrin (mevinphos), 
captan, dinoseb and methyl brom- 
ide, These pesticides, says Chav- 
ez, are "the most dangerous of the 
30-some restricted toxins" cur- 
rently used in grape production, 

Chavez also called for UFW- 
grower testing for residues on 
grapes sold in local stores. 


Up On The Farm 


Who is Handling “Restricted Use” Pesticides? 


Officials Call for Improved Training 


As more is learned everyday 
about the public health and envi- 
ronmental effects pesticides com- 
monly found on market shelves, EPA 
has chosen to restrict the use of 
many of them to trained and certi- 
fied applicators (or those under 
their "direct supervision") in ac- 
cordance with Part 170 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations, 

A recent overview conducted 
by an EPA/State FIFRA Issues Re- 
search and Evaluation Group 
(SFIREG) Task Force on the cert- 
ification and training programs 
established to train users (1.2 
million since 1976) of "restricted 
use" pesticides points to a number 
of deficiencies in the state-run 
programs - loopholes which may 
lead to applicator errors, In- 
cluded in the overview report: 

Supervision: Currently, un- 
trained applicators are allowed to 
use "restricted use" pesticides if 
they are "under the direct super- 
vision of" a trained and certified 
applicator who need not be any- 
where near. The overview suggests 
that for certain chemicals this 
loophole be closed to mandate that 
the trained applicator be the only 
one able to apply that compound. 

Information Exchange: Most of 
the information in the training 
publications was developed in the 
1970's and does not include infor- 
mation on such new areas of con- 
cern as ground-water contamin- 
ation, chronic health effects and 
endangered species. The report 
advises that yearly up-dating 
meetings be held, and information 


mechanisms be established so that 
new information can be more easily 
integrated into the program and 
received by already certified ap- 
plicators. 

Information should be up- 
dated to address: nature of 
groundwater; movement of pesti- 
cides through and over soil; label 
restrictions; applications in the 
vicinity of endangered species; 
disposal methods; and equipment 
handling. 


Testing: The report advocates 
making more uniform the various 
testing requirements developed by 
the states between 1974 and 1980, 


As a sign of EPA's interest 
in improving the program, the 
Agency recently moved jurisdiction 
over the program from the Enforce- 
ment Division to the Office of 
Pesticide Programs where it was in 
pre-Reagan years, Officials also 
expect to expand from a staff of 
one (see PAY, August, 1985, p.3). 


Consumers Cringe at 


Poisoned Produce 


Almost three-quarters (73%) 
of the 1,005 individuals ques- 
tioned in a January, 1985 Food 
Marketing Institute survey 
("Irends: Consumer Attitudes and 
the Supermarket") said that they 
consider pesticides in food to be 
a serious health hazard, This 
figure, says FMI's Tim Hammonds 
"shows that 1984's figure (77%) 
was not just a one year spike" 
resulting from the EDB crisis, 


Insurance Firms Reject Risks; Handlers “Go Bare” 


continued from page 1 
may choose to go without insurance 
("go bare") altogether. 

Rate increases vary from sev- 
eral hundred percent to several 
thousand - a rate too high for 
some of the smaller operators, The 
National Pest Control Association 
(NPCA) estimates that about 450 of 
the nation's 9,000 pest control 
concerns may be forced under by 
the end of 1985 - figures from 
industry are double that. 

Numerous industry sectors 


across the country are turning to 
the dangerous policy of "going 
bare," or operating without any 
insurance, In this case, citizens 
harmed by a company's actions have 
no direct financial recourse. 
Other options open to canpanies 
include "self-insurance" (for com- 
panies whose assets are large 
enough to cover potential liabili- 
ties), the "set aside" of a con- 
tingency fund, and the formation 
of a "pooled insurance fund" in 
which numerous companies "pool" 
their monies in a program designed 


to cover their potential risks. 
While the insurance industry, 
led by the American Insurance 
Association, is trying to either 
cut off, or increase the cost of 
an insurance policy to cover pol- 
lution liability, it is also ac- 
tively lobbying Capitol Hill for a 
"coxics protection bill." This 
bill, says Environmental Action's 
Dan Becker, would be similar to 
the Price/Anderson Act which lim- 
its the nuclear industry's liabil- 
ity (to $650 million with the 
taxpayers paying the rest). 
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CA Session Harvests 
Weak Regulations 


On September 13, the CA leg- 
islature passed a bill sponsored 
by State Senator Nicholas C. Pet- 
ris (D-Oakland) which mandated 
that warning signs be posted on 
farm fields sprayed with those 
pesticides that require a 48-hour 
or longer re-entry period (such 
posting is already mandatory for 
pesticides requiring an eight-day 
or longer re-entry period). Bowing 
to heavy lobbying by agribusiness, 
however, Governor Deukmejian Octo- 
ber 2 vetoed the bill for which 
Petris had fought for 20 years, 


Health Safequards Overruled 


In a move mimicing its August 
31, 1984 vote which overturned the 
Mendocino County phenoxy herbicide 
spray ban (see PAY, Dec. 84/ Jan, 
85), the legislature September 13 
passed AB 1525, a bill which had 
the effect of overturning a July 
Humbolt County ruling stopping the 
controversial apple maggot spray 
program. The ruling in the case 
brought by the Humboldt Herbicide 
Task Force would have forced the 
state to prepare an environmental 
assessment before spraying (in 
accordance with the CA Environmen- 
tal Quality Act - CEQA) and al- 
lowed the use of non-toxic oontrol 
methods in its erradication pro- 
ject, AB 1525 exempts all er- 
radication programs from the CEQA 
provisions and places severe res- 
trictions on the rights of the 
public to appeal erradication pro- 
grams based on concern over health 
and environmental effects, 


Bill “Bars” Violations 


Not all the harvest is going 
bad, however. Realizing that re- 
ports of pesticide misuse are 
adversely affecting sales, the 
legislature September 12 passed AB 
1026 (Assm Herger (R-Yuba City)) 
raising the penalties levied for 
pesticide use violations, Under 
the bill, criminal penalties for 
for misuse increased from $500 to 
$5,000 for the first violation and 
from $1,000 to $10,000 for the 
second offense, with imprisonment 
possible for both, Civil penalties 
went from $500 to $10,000 for the 
first violation and from $500 to 
$25,000 for the second, The fine 
for an intentional violation which 
"creates or could have created a 
hazard to human health or the 
environment" increased from $5000 
to $50,000, Illegally treated 
crops are subject to seizure. 
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NY Town Tees Off Against Pesticides 


In what one supporter claims 
was "almost a major victory," the 
Adirondack Park Agency August 15, 
refused the developer of a resort 
in Bolton Landing, NY permission 
to use 20 of 23 different herb- 
icides and fungicides on its new 
$2 million golf course. Concern 
had been raised by the Lake George 
Assn, that the use of the chemi- 
cals could contaminate a stream 
cutting through the golf course on 
its way to the lake and thus 
create a public health and envi- 
ronmental hazard 

In making its decision, the 
Agency put to the test its re- 
cently drafted guidelines for the 
use of pesticides within Park 
borders, One chemical which failed 


TX Regs Weakened 
In Response to Suit 


In an effort to avoid a suit 
brought by Texas farmers, the TX 
Department of Agriculture August 6 
issued revised regulations (see 
PAY, Dec. 84/ Jan. 85, p.3) which 
weakened notification and drift 
protection provisions, 

According to the TX Center 
for Rural Studies, changed provi- 
sions include: reduced farmworker 
re-entry periods; requiring 
schools, day care centers, hospi- 
tals and clinics to request (form- 
erly automatic) notification of 
sprayings; allowing warning/ no- 
tification signs to be smaller; 
and mandating 1-day prior notice 
of a spraying to only those whose 
homes and buildings are within 1/4 
mile of the field (formerly adja- 
cent properties were notified re- 
gardless of structure proximity). 


IF NOT CoMPLETELY 
SATISHED RETURN 
ENTIRE CONTENTS 


the test? The controversial pheno- 
xy herbicide, 2,4-D, commonly used 
on everything from forests to 
lawns, as well as along roadsides 
in the Lake George Basin, "This 
decision," says Dr. Dean Cook, who 
worked with the Lake George Assn, 
to oppose the application, "sets a 
precedent for stopping all uses of 
2,4-D in the Basin," 


MN Groups Request 
Halt To Spraying 


A coalition of Minnesota con- 
servation groups, led by the Sier- 
ra Club and People Against Chemi- 
cal Contamination, September 26 
petitioned the state's Environmen- 
tal Quality Board to halt the 
Department of Natural Resources' 
forestry spray program, The coali- 
tion says the Agency must prepare 
an environmental assessment of the 
potential environmental effects of 
the chemicals to be used in accor- 
dance with the state's environmen- 
tal statutes, 

Represented by the Minneapo- 
lis-based firm of Leonard, Street 
and Deinard, the coalition main- 
tains the spraying of approximate- 
ly 12,000 acres of northern forest 
lands for brush control poses 
potential harm "to human health, 
wildlife populations and fisher- 
ies, and forest ecosystems," 

The coalition has also filed 
suits (represented by Faegre and 
Benson, also of Minneapolis) a- 
gainst the Metropolitan Mosquito 
Control District and the DNR for 
allowing the spraying of synthetic 
pesticides for mosquito control 
within the Minnesota Valley Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge. 


re 
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LIQUID FUMIGANTS 


EPA September 19 ordered the 
stop-sale of the three liquid 
grain fumigants, carbon tetra- 
chloride, carbon disulfide and 
ethylene dichloride, which make up 
the vast majority of the liquid 
fumigant market. The chemicals may 
not be sold after December 31, 
1985 and existing stocks may be 
used only through June 1986. 

The phase out of these liquid 
grain fumigants began when a re- 
view of alternatives to ethylene 
dibromide (EDB - most uses were 
emergency suspended in 1984) fo- 
cused attention on the neurologi- 
cal and carcinogenic potential of 
carbon tet (formerly in Special 
Review for these reasons), and on 
the refusal of the manufacturers 
(Dow, Vulcan, and Stauffer) to 
respond to EPA's requests for 
further data. 

While the decision may mean 
the end of an era for most liquid 
fumigants (with the exception of 
chlorpicrin, used as tear gas), it 
opens the door to the new and/or 
expanded uses of others, Methyl 
bromide, ethylene oxide, and alu- 
minum and magnesium phosphide 
(Phosphine), are all labeled "re- 
stricted use" chemicals due to 
their toxicity and are known or 
suspect carcinogens, 

Also taking the place of the 
liquid fumigants are grain "pro- 
tectants," pesticides designed to 
prevent insect infestations in 
grain, These include malathion, 
synergized pyrethrins, silicon 
dioxide, diatomaceous earth and 
Bacillus thuringiensis (B,t.). 

New storage techniques may 
also be employed to control pests 
such as modified atmospheres in 
sealed bins and silos, a process 
which kills insects by replacing 
bin oxygen with carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen or combustion gases, 
Other methods include the hermetic 
(impervious) sealing of bins to 
both limit penetration of insects 
and create an environment without 
moisture or oxygen, and heating or 
cooling grains to temperatures 
effective for killing insects, The 
Agency expects an expansion of the 
currently approved use of gamma 
radiation (irradiation) for use on 
wheat and wheat flour. 

Along with the removal of the 
three fumigants from the market, 
EPA is going through the formality 
of rescinding the fumigants' ex- 
emption from residue tolerances, 
The exemption was granted in the 
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1950's when analytical methods 
were unable to detect residue 
levels from fumigants, The exemp- 
tion remains, however, for chloro- 
picrin, residue data for which 
will be produced for EPA review by 
Great Lakes Chemical Co, 

In an effort to reduce worker 
exposure to the chemicals, EPA has 
developed what Debbie Berkowitz of 
the AFL-CIO believes are "great 
labels insuring next to no expo- 
sure if directions are followed." 
New labels, she says, include 
improved hazard statements, worker 
protections and safe exposure lev- 
els. The labels are due to be on 
new products by March 31, 1986 
and on the shelves by Sept. 1986. 


DIFLUBENZURON 


In response to state pressure 
for a chemical gypsy-moth control 
to replace the controversial fa- 
vorite carbaryl (Sevin), EPA this 


Creasote 


EPA October 7, 1985 an- 
nounced the cancellation of most 
nom-wood uses of creasote and 
coal tar products, The decision, 
which affects the use of the pro- 
ducts as herbicides, fungicides 
and disinfectants, allows con- 
tinued use for gypsy moth egg 
mass control and does not affect 
the use of coal tar neutral oil 


Creasote, a product of coal 
tar, is known to cause cancer in 
lab animals and is associated 
with skin cancer in workers ex- 
posed to it on the job, According 
to EPA information, more than 300 
compounds have been identified in 
coal tar itself, and it is esti- 
mated that as many as 10,000 com- 
pounds may exist. 


IBT Studies 


EPA in November released an 
updated Statistical Summary: IBT 
Replacement Study Activity. The 
Summary outlines the status of 
the data replacement program for 
those pesticides tested by Indus- 
trial Bio-Test Laboratories in 
the 1960's and 1970's. The lab 
was closed in 1978 and its head 
scientists indicted in 1983 for 
falsifying data. Copies of the 
IBT Replacement Study List are 
available from NCAMP for $2, 


ChemBRIEFS 


Spring (1985) granted a condi- 
tional registration for use of the 
larvicide diflubenzuron (Dimilin) 
over urban areas to control the 
pest. Diflubenzuron is an insect 
growth regulator which prevents 
the formation of chitin (the main 
component of an arthropod's outer 
shell). 

Registered for forest use in 
1972, it has already once been 
granted conditional registration 
to include use on corn, soybeans 
and mushrooms, Considered a sus- 
pect carcinogen and a special 
threat to aquatic invertebrates 
and other wildlife, the chemical 
was in Special Review until 1979, 
Chronic data (including two cancer 
studies already reviewed and one 
pending review) recently submitted 
by Uniroyal Chemical Corp, and 
T.H, Agriculture and Nutrition, 
Inc., however, have convinced EPA 
the chemical is not a carcinogen, 

continued on page 6 


Diazinon 

Reacting to years of accumu- 
lating evidence, EPA is putting 
the insecticide Diazinon into 
Special Review based on the haz- 
ard to birds exposed on treated 
golf courses and sod farms, In 
its decision, the Agency cites a 
NY state finding of "57 bird 
kills (in 17 states) in which 
diazinon was either confirmed or 
strongly implicated as the pri- 
Mary cause." 

The Agency believes that 
studies on the danger to birds 
from diazinon exposure at other 
sites (on lawns, for example), in 
addition to human exposure, will 
probably be required in 1986. 


Captan 


EPA's June 18 proposal to 
cancel the registration of the 
carcinogenic fungicide Captan 
(see PAY August, 1985) has been 
put on hold following review by 
the EPA Scientific Advisory Panel 
September 26, 1985. 

While agreeing with the A- 
gency's determination that the 
chemical is an oncogen (carci- 
nogen) in lab animals, SAP recom- 
mended that the use of "a ‘worst 
case' calculation of dietary 
risk" was inaccurate, Instead, 
SAP determined, actual residue 
data must be submitted and an 
analysis completed by 1987. 
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DIFLUBENZURON continued from p. 5 


Concerns remain as to diflu- 
benzuron's potential to cause 
testosterone depression in ani- 
mals, and disturb reproduction in 
birds, In addition, one of the 
chemical's metabolites, 4-chloro- 
phenylhydroxylamine, can cause 
blood disorders (methemoglobinemia 
and sulfhemoglobinemia, or poor 
transport of oxygen in blood), and 
another, 4-chloroaniline (found in 
urine, plants, soil and water) may 
potentially cause genetic damage 
and cancer, 

EPA, in its recently pub- 
lished Registration Standard, has 
requested additional data on the 
water soluble chemical's ecologi- 
cal and environmental fate (par- 
ticularly its potential to enter 
ground water), and plant and ani- 
mal residues, All uses continue 
pending data completion and review. 


CARBOFURAN 


Maintaining that all granular 
formulations of the insecticide/ 
nematicide carbofuran (Furadan) 
present a threat to birds and 
ground water, EPA has initiated a 
Special Review of the product. The 
threat is particularly acute in 
the Midwest cornbelt region where 
the systemic chemical is primarily 
used on corn, sorghum, and soy- 
beans. 

The Agency will be reviewing 
the FMC Corp, carbamate as a re- 
sult of numerous field monitoring 
studies (FMC, USDA & Forest Serv.) 
showing a "statistically signifi- 
cant" number of bird fatalities in 
fields (particularly in Texas, 
Maryland, Mississippi, South Ca- 
rolina and Florida) treated with 
the granules which birds mistake 
for seeds, According to an October 
8, 1985 EPA announcement, "the 
consumption of as little asa 
single granule of carbofuran may 
be fatal to small birds. Birds may 
also ingest lethal doses of [the 
chemical] by feeding on earthworms 
in treated fields." The Agency is 
also concerned about secondary 
exposure of predatory birds to 
carbofuran and the chemical's high 
acute toxicity to fish, 

Humans, too, may be harmed by 
exposure to the chemical, The 
Pesticide Incident Monitoring Sys- 
tem reports 73 human poisonings 
between 1966 and 1979, half of 
which required hospitalization, 
for such symptoms as nausea, 
vomiting, vision and speech dis- 


turbances and general weakness, 
The Special Review announce- 
ment also cited incidents of 
ground water contamination in New 
York (where it was pulled off the 
Long Island market in 1980), Mary- 
land and Wisconsin, The contamina- 
tion, says the report, stemmed "in 
all likelihood ... from normal 
agricultural use" of the chemical 
(regardless of type of formula- 
tion), since the chemical is known 
to leach, Soil incorporated use 
also resulted in extensive harm, 


WOOD 
PRESERVATIVES 


The work of over 50 companies 
that had challenged EPA's July, 
1984 decision to curtail the use 
of the three major wood preserva- 
tives - pentachlorophenol, creasote 
and the inorganic arsenicals - 
paid off September 30 when EPA 
announced compromise regulations 
on their distribution, sale and 
use. Negotiations continue on con- 
sideration of an acceptable level 
of HxCDD (hexachl orodibenzo-p- 
dioxin) in pentachlorophenol. 

Changes were made in a number 
of areas including protective 
clothing requirements, "restricted 
use" exemptions and training pro- 
grams, as well as information to 
be contained in Consumer Informa- 
tion Sheets. 

Although earlier, EPA's Ad- 
ministrative Law Judge had deter- 
mined the Agency could not regu- 
late pressure treated wood under 
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide 
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) since 
it was not technically a pesti- 
cide, trade associations agreed to 
conduct a voluntary consumer a- 
wareness program intended to pro- 
vide the public with information 
on the proper use, handling and 
disposal of treated wood, And 
while the Agency itself has sug- 
gested that self-audits of pro- 
grams sponsored by the regulated 
companies are not reliable (see 
PAY, Oct. 1985, p. 3), it has 
agreed to let the industry conduct 
just such an audit, with the pro- 
gram due to begin by Dec. 1. 

Meanwhile, EPA has requested 
further data on pentachloropher- 
ol's product chemistry and expo- 
sure potential, as well as feasi- 
bility and cost studies on redu- 
cing HxCDD levels. EPA's call-in 
for health data on creasote and 
the inorganic arsenicals was put 
on hold during the negotiations, 


PICLORAM 


After dousing the forests and 
rights-of way both in Vietnam and 
the U.S. with picloram (Agent 
White, Tordon) for the last 22 
years, EPA only recently recog- 
nized it does not have a complete 
health and safety data package on 
the herbicide or its metabolites, 

Federally-sponsored and inde- 
pendent tests indicated picloram 
causes liver and endocrine organ 
tumors in rats, and spleen tumors 
in mice, liver and kidney damage, 
tremors, skin irritation, hair 
loss, vaginal bleeding and atrophy 
of the testes, 

However, to bring picloram, 
often used in conjunction with a 
Phenoxy herbicide such as 2,4-D, 
into accordance with current EPA 
requirements, Dow Chemical must 
provide EPA with several oral, 
dermal and inhalation acute tests, 
chronic feeding, oncogenicity (tu- 
mor formation), teratology (birth 
defects) and genetic damage stu- 
dies. Also requested are tests to 
examine animal metabolism, phyto- 
toxicity (toxicity to plants) and 
leaching potential. Water oontam- 
ination and phytotoxicity were the 
basis for classifying the herbi- 
cide as "restricted use" in 1978. 

Although in widespread use, 
EPA recognizes that the estab- 
lished food tolerances for the 
systemic (cannot be washed out or 
off treated product) herbicide 
"are not supported by data now 
available to the Agency." So, too, 
is EPA aware that it has next to 
no information on the levels of 
either the parent compound or its 
metabolites in the tissues of both 
plants and animals. This informa- 
tion is vital as picloram drifting 
off-site has been known to damage 
crops 800 feet (EPA figure) from 
the point of application, 

Also discussed in the Stand- 
ard are the carcinogenic contam- 
inants of picloram formulations, 
hexachlorobenzene (HCB - see Dac— 
thal article, PAY, Aug. 1985) and 
nitrosamines, Studies show HCB can 
also cause birth defects cleft 
palate and kidney malformations as 
well as cause liver and neurotoxic 
effects. Furthermore, the persis- 
tent and fat-soluble HG has been 
found in human milk, dairy pro- 
ducts and poultry, according to a 
1978 EPA review. 

Generation and review of the 
data is expected to take at least 
3-5 more years, 
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Resources 


20th Century Living, A monthly 
document containing not only arti- 
cles on health precautions, but 
also a handy guide to a range of 
pesticide-free products and even 
homes, $15 per year ($25 outside 
the U.S., Canada and Mexico) from 
the Environmental Health Assn., 
P.O. Box 226811, Dallas, TX 75222. 


Nontoxic and Natural, by Debra 
Lynn Dadd, $9.95 from Houghton 
Mifflin Co. A fascinating, easy- 
book on ways to avoid the use of 
toxic chemicals around the home. 
From wallpaper glues to air and 
water filters, cleaning agents to 
pesticide alternatives, N&N has an 
answer. Debra also publishes the 
bi-monthly Nontoxic and Natural 
Newsletter, printed using vege- 
table-based ink for the chemically 
sensitive. $15/year (U.S.), $20 
(Canada and Mexico) and $30 (over- 
seas). Write N&NN, Inverness, CA 
94937. 


Altered Harvest — Agriculture, 
Genetics and the Fate of the 
World's Food Supply, Viking Press. 
Jack Doyle's (Environmental Poli- 
cy Institute) well documented ex~ 
pose of biotechnology, an industry 
which could rapidly shift control 
of food production from farmers to 
scientists and big business, $25. 
Also available now from Doyle and 
EPI is What Agribusiness Thinks... 
A Survey of Business Leaders Views 
on Land, Soil and Federal Farm 
Policy. This 370-page report cor 
tains more that 100 tables listing 
business official's answers by 
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company. $11.50 for citizens/ nor- 
profits, $27.50 for companies/ 
trade groups. Write EPI, 218 D 
St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003. 
The Pesticide Poisoning Report - A 
Survey of Some Asian Countries by 
the International Organization of 
Consumer Unions (IOQU) examines 
the measures being taken (or not) 
to reduce the harmful impact of 
pesticides on human health and the 
environment of the region, $8 from 
IOCU, P.O. Box 1045, Penang, Ma- 
laysia., Pesticide Dilemma in the 
Third World, by the Friends of the 
Earth-Malaysia, is a case study of 
the use of chemicals, many of 
which are banned or severely re- 
stricted in other countries. 
Available from Sahabat Alam Malay- 
sia, 37, Lorong Birch, Penang, 
Malaysia $5. 


A Better Mousetrap — Improving 
Pest Management for Agriculture by 
Michael Dover, formerly of the 
World Resources Institute. An anal- 
ySis of the current use of pesti- 
cides and the success of Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) techniques. 
Mousetrap also offers recommenda- 
tions for future integration of 
IPM practices in agricultural 
programs around the world. 84 pp 
Send $5 to WRI Publications, P.O, 
Box 620, Holmes, PA 19043-0620. 


The Encyclopedia of Natural Insect 
and Disease Control concisely des- 
cribes both biological and cul- 
tural controls for vegetable, 
fruit, flower, tree and lawn 
pests, Contains helpful photos of 
common pests, Hardback only. 
Available from Rodale Press, 33 EB 
Minor St., Emmaus, PA 18049, 
$24.95 prepaid 
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Ground-Water Bills 
Face Big Waves 


continued from page 1 

government would conduct research, 
oversee state programs and provide 
state grant assistance equaling 
$75 million for each of the first 
three years and $50 million for 
each of the next two years, 
Mitchell acknowledges establishing 
standards would be difficult con- 
sidering the existing data gaps 
for most pesticides, 

Durenberger's bill, yet to be 
released, would increase the fed- 
eral government's responsibility 
to develop technology-based stand- 
ards to prevent ground-water con- 
tamination using land-use and pre- 
ventive technologies. 


Vital U.N. Chemical 
List Under Fire 


Although required in a 1982 
vote, a new agreement would ex- 
clude listing of trade names and 
manufacturer data from future is- 
sues of the United Nations Con- 
solidated List of Products Whose 
Consumption and/or Sale Have Been 
Banned, Withdrawn, Severely Re- 
stricted or Not Approved by Govern- 
nments, Historically opposed by 
the U.S. (see PAY, Dec.84/ Jan.85, 
p.8), the List is a directory 
containing information on actions 
taken by international governments 
on more than 500 hazardous pro- 
ducts, including pesticides, 

The NY-based group, Coordina- 
ting Committee on Toxics and Drugs, 
urges letters of support for the 
current version be sent to Mr. 
Luis Gomez, Assistant Secretary 
General, United Nations - DIESA, 
DC 2, 18th Fl. NYC, NY 10017. 


Yes, | would like to work with NCAMP 


Name 


Official Position (if any) 


Organization (if any) 


Street Address/P.O. Box 


City/Town State ZIP 


Telephone ( ) 


Please briefly describe the work you are doing 
and/or your concerns as related to pesticides (attach 


additional paper if necessary): 


Enclosed is: 

Membership (and newsletter) 

D $50 public interest organization 
0 $25 all-volunteer organization 
D $10 individual member 
Subscription (newsletter only) 

O $25 corporate/government 

O $10 individual 

Add U.S. $3.50 for mail outside the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico. 

Contribution (and newsletter) 


0 $100 Patron 0 $25 Sustainer 
0 $50 Donor O Other 


Support NCAMP's public education 
program and our advocacy for public 
policies that protect our health and 
environment. 


Return this form with payment to: 
NCAMP, 530 7th St. S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 


All checks payable to NCAMP are tax- 


deductible. 
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While the Feds Develop Biotechnology Regulations 


December 1985 


EPA Grants Controversial Experimental Biotech Permits 


Although regulations govern- 
ing their use are still in the 
formative stages, biotechnology, 
or the genetic-splicing of micro- 
organisms, is moving ahead, On 
November 14, EPA granted the first 
two experimental use permits to 
Advanced Genetic Sciences, Inc, 
(AGS) for the release of a geneti- 
cally manipulated microbe on toa 
2/10 acre strawberry plot. The 
"ice-minus" microbes allow treated 
plants to withstand colder than 
normal temperatures, 

A number of controversial 
issues have yet to be worked out 
before regulations are put in 
Place. Proposed regulations for 
the development and appiication of 
biotechnology, published in the 
Dec. 31, 1984 Federal Register, 
divide jurisdiction over commer- 
cial projects among three federal 
agencies - the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration, Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency and Department of 
Agriculture. Such a situation, say 
critics, is ripe for jurisdic- 
tional disputes. 

No single overview study has 
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Pic that special holiday gift, how about 

giving a subscription to Pesticides and 
You? For only $10 (individual rate), they 
will receive quarterly copies of the 
NCAMP newsletter, as well as special 
legislative up-dates. For only $10 more, 
they will receive a hardback copy of A 
Bitter Fog ($14.95 value), the story of 
individuals who joined together in the 
struggle for pesticide controls. The book 
is available to members as well for $10. 


been carried out on the long-term 
and worst case implications of the 
use of biotechnology. Factors out- 
lined in an October 17, 1984 Fed- 
eral Register notice listed diffi- 
culty in control or erradication 
and the threat of unstable or 
transferable modified microbes to 
other organisms, among several 
issues of concern. 

Public-sector critics also 
point out the ability of biotech- 
nology to affect future farming 
trends, Of particular concern is 
the development by eight companies 
of genetically-engineered seeds 
resistant to adverse effects of 
certain herbicides made by the 
same wonmpany (thus allowing the 


use of a chemical which form 
erly would have harmed the plant). 

The use of such microbes as 
the "ice-minus" strain will cer- 
tainly perpetuate the practice of 
growing non-indigenous plants, 
Such plants are, in many cases, 
more prone to adverse weather and 
pest conditions and could, say 
some experts, require additional 
pesticide use, 

Still to be resolved are 
international implications of bio- 
technology. Critics and benefac- 
tors alike maintain that increased 
efforts should be made to develop 
internationally-consistent test 
guidelines, lab practices and risk 
assessment peenciples, 


Bhopal Tragedy Haunts Chemical Industry 


Survivor Health A Year Later 


According to a study conduc- 
ted by the Indian government, many 
survivors of the Dec. 3, 1984 leak 
of methyl isocyanate (MIC) from 
Union Carbide's Bhopal plant now 
suffer from chromosomal changes 
and damage to their immune systems, 


Conducted by a team of 25 
scientists from India's Industrial 
Toxicology Research Center, the 
study shows survivors are also 
experiencing impotence, menstrual 
disorders, sleeplessness, pulmon- 
ary tuberculosis and chronic bron- 
chitis, S, Ray, director of the 
Center, maintains the chromosomal 
damages might lead to an increase 
in birth defects, 


National Coalition Against the Misuse of Pesticides 


530 7th Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
202/543-5450 


Register Now for the Fourth National 
Pesticide Forum, Washington, D.C. March 
14-17, 1986. Contact NCAMP for details. 
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Bhopals in Our Backyard? 


A draft study conducted for 
the Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy indicates that the possibility 
of a chemical industry accident 
occuring in the U.S. such as the 
one in Bhopal, India, in which at 
least 2,500 people died, may not 
be so remote a reality. 

The study reports at least 
6,928 accidents involving toxic 
chemicals have occurred in the 
U.S. since 1980, killing at least 
135 people and injuring nearly 
1500, Authors of the report, In- 
dustrial Economics, Inc of Cam- 
bridge, MA, however, say the fig- 
ures would be two to three times 
higher had a greater number of 
information sources been tapped, 
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